IN THE CLAIMS : 



I. -7. (CANCELLED) 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A bearing assembly for use in an apparatus 
comprising: 

a first bearing having an inner race and an outer race; 

a first bearing cup disposed at least partial ly around the first bearing and secured to the 
outer race thereof, the first bearing cup having at least one tang e-vi-^u^ 

k xH H V i t*h adapted to interface with a portion of the apparatus to prevent the first 

bearing cup from rotating while allowing the first bearing cup tmthvith Ife^-the first bearing to 
move in an axial direction; 

a second bearing having an inner and an outer race; and 

a second bearing cup disposed at least p artially around the second bearing and secured to 
the outer race thereof, the second bearing cup interfeeM-ftg-- engaged with the first bearing cup 
such that &e>---fes£-% eaH ^ ^^ predetermined limited amount of r otational 

movement ef th-f see«ad"beai4^g"eHpv"Whil&"all6wm-g" and a predetermined e &&--■»£ axial 
movement e fis permitted between the second bearing cup relative to and t he first bearing cup. 

9. (CANCELLED) 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim 8, wherein the 
bearing cups each include at least one tooth and at least one slot, the tooth of the first bearing cup 
disposed within the slot of the second bearing cup and the tooth of the second bearing cup 
disposed within the slot of the first bearing cup. 

II. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim 10, wherein the 
slots are larger than the teeth such that the teeth may partially rotate therein to provide the 
predetermined rotational movement . 
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12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim 11, wherein the 
bearing cups are generally ring shaped and each -J .includes a shoulder extending radially 
inward from an inner surface thereof, the shoulders abutting the outer races to align the bearing 
cups esto the respective b earings. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of etekaH^claim 8 , further 
comprising a generally planar spring disposed between i v - t .--n > the bearing cups to 

preload the bearings, the generally planar spring ^♦hW^^^**.^...^ ^-Hj-U ^-o^ -f W -in 

c'lpi-iU \v Hi I both, bearing cups. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim U claim 12. 
wherein the bearing cups each include a plurality of teeth disposed within a plurality of slots to 
form an interlocking mesh, and wherein the generally planar spring is protected between the 
shoulders and the interlocking teeth of the bearing cups. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim 4414, further 
comprising a shim disposed between the inner races of the bearings to space the bearings apart 
from one another. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of 8, wherein the first and 
second bearing eaf-cups i*are secured to the respective first and second outer race oM » e-fe i* 



17-25. (CANCELLED) 



26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A bearing assembly comprising: 



a first inner race defined about an axis ; 



a first outer race defined about the axis ; 




with a structure in which said bearing assembly is located[[,]] to fei-s prevent saM -the fi rst 
bearing cup from rotating while allowing the first bearing cup to move in an axial direction along 
a longitudinal axis of the bearing assembly; a*ni 

a second inner race defined about the axis; 

a second outer race defined about the axis; 

plurality of seeeafe ysecond rolling elements disposed between the second inner race and outer 
secondary races, 



first bearing cup plurality of slots such that a predetermined rotational movement and a 
predetermined axial movement is permitted between the second bearing cup and the first bearing 
cup ; and 



about the 



eeendaf y second bearing cup l>eiH-g-"4ispesed-"a?ev ; -m1--- mountcd at least partially 
tdag¥ -second outer race and having a plurality o 4-~^w»-^ - o cm-, n.cd with the 







27. (CANCELLED) 
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28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim 26, wherein the first 
bearing cup includes a multiple of slots and said second bearing cup includes a multiple of teeth, 
each of the plurality of fee- - slots are larger than 4it?-»ee».>»Hte» ! y-cach of the plurality of t eeth to 
enable the v teeth to noj o v thin tin -Jot 3 to provide the predetermined 
rotational movement . 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim -3826, wherein-4he fe* 
feew4»g-eiff4»efe^^ .. v . : s .;. K :.4.>...v>4v-->h-;-> v h?> 

eftgagtag-bet ween the secondary teeth of the secondary beari ^-rtijv ^^ 

t-b8-fest"4?earif^ the predetermined rotational movement is 

lb 1 [ : 1 0 

30-31. (CANCELLED) 

32. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The bearing assembly of claim 26, wherein the first 
and secondary rolling elements comprise balls. 
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33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A bearing assembly comprising: 
a first inner race; 

a first outer race; 

a first plurality of rolling elem ents disposed between x\v.. \u m mnci . ind outci races: 

a first bearing cup ■^-h;- -vl -^-- mounted at least partially about the first outer race, the first 

fe-wbkh sa^ plurality of first t eeth; 

a^frsfejpfegefefey^ «-«*h1 <-n--->^--,- 

a second inner race; 

a second outer race; 

a second p lurality of rolling elements disposed between the second inner and outer races; 

a second bearing cup 3ee*tfed~*»-mounted at least partially about the second outer race, 
the second bearing cup including a plurality of second teeth, said plurality of first teeth engaged 
with said plurality of second teeth such th at a predetermin ed rotational movement and a 

dctct H >:< : i x mttcd between the second bearing cup and the i 

cup; and 

a v eead p ^aU ty - of - ioll j flg- e tem e ^ 

move m ent of said first bearing cup, and said te effi - - 
m^sm - - - >HftHWfH»-««grfgiBg~st^^ 

a generally planar biasing spring in contact with both said first bearing cup and said 

34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim 33, further comprising 
a. w herein said generally planar spring is_disposed axially between said first outer race and said 
second outer race[[,]] for biasing said rolling elements against said first and second inner races, 
and thus providing a pre-load force to said rolling elements. 



35. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The bearing assembly of claim 33, wherein said first 
bearing cup includes a plurality of circumferentially arranged slots around a perimeter portion 
thereof for engaging with the plurality of second teeth of said second bearing cup;--»?Ki 

wfe e r ei ft A said second bearing cup includes a plurality of circumferentially arranged slots 

around a perimeter portion thereof for engaging with the plurality of first teeth of said first 
bearing oaficupr-v 



36. (CANCELLED) 



37. (NEW) The bearing assembly of claim 33, wherein said generally planar spring is 
a Belleville washer. 



38. (NEW) The bearing assembly of claim 33, wherein said generally planar spring is 
a cylindrical beam spring. 

39. (NEW) The bearing assembly of claim 33, wherein said generally planar spring is 
a Belleville spring. 

40. (NEW) The bearing assembly of claim 26, wherein said generally planar spring is 
a Belleville washer. 



41 . (NEW) The bearing assembly of claim 26, wherein said generally planar spring is 
a cylindrical beam spring. 

42. (NEW) The bearing assembly of claim 26, wherein said generally planar spring is 
a Belleville spring. 
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